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1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Gosford Public School history 
 
The first school in the town of Gosford was established in 1865, utilising a 

slab hut which was shared with the Catholic Church. Then in 1876, an alternate 
site was located and the first classroom was constructed on what is now the 
Gosford TAFE College site.  

 

  
 

Over the years, this school had to be expanded due to ever increasing 
student numbers. At that time Gosford Public School was one of only 265 
schools throughout NSW. Being one of only a few schools on the Central Coast, 
students had to travel considerable distances to receive their education.   

 
Throughout the 1930s, up until the 1950s, our district pioneers knew the 

importance of securing a relocation site in the inner township of Gosford for an 
ever increasing future population, as did the former supportive Director of 
Education of the time, Dr. H.S. Wyndam, publically stating so in newspaper 
articles.  

 
In the early 1950s a decision was made to relocate Gosford Public School, 

due mainly to the increasing student numbers (totalling 375 students) and the 
steepness of the (TAFE College) site. The new site was an unused section of 
land on the Gosford waterfront.  
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In 1952, construction started on a new Gosford Public School on the Mann 
Street site and on 5th June, 1954 the new Gosford Public School was officially 
opened. At that time, Gosford Public School student numbers were expected to 
reach 750.   

 
Since 1954, the school has developed on the current site and in 1991 the 

school was allocated 2 Opportunity Classes, mainly due to representations made 
in State Parliament by the then Member for Robertson, Mr Chris Hartcher MP.  

 
GOSFORD PUBLIC SCHOOL TODAY 
 
Student numbers at Gosford Public School have remained steady for a 

number of years now, at approximately 550 students. This is in contrast to 
several surrounding schools that have dwindling student numbers. There has 
been some consideration given to the closure of at least one of these schools.   

 
The current Gosford Public School (21 core) buildings consist of 13 

classrooms within brick constructed buildings, 6 timber portables which were 
originally constructed in the 1940s and transported to the Mann Street site just 
prior to the construction of the new school.  There are 2 demountable classrooms 
which are being used mainly for the Opportunity Class students and a further 2 
demountables which have been in place for approximately 30 years and are used 
as a library. It is anticipated that there will be a need for an additional classroom 
in 2010 due to further increasing student numbers.    

 
In 2009, construction was due to begin on six new classrooms to replace 

the 1940s timber portables. This project was to be funded under the Federal 
Governmentôs ñBuilding Education Revolutionò, $3million worth of improvements. 
The P&C Association were actively involved in this process. It would appear that 
this project has now been cancelled, to which the school has not been formally 
advised. The P&C Association have made representations to the Federal 
Minister for Robertson, Ms Belinda Neal, concerning this issue.  

 
Throughout the many years which Gosford Public School has been 

located within the Gosford CBD, our PUBLIC School has actively participated in 
community events and supported our community due to the close proximity of 
our school in its inner sanctum. These inner city events include street marches, 
choir and dance performances in shopping centres, visiting Gosford City Library, 
partaking of many activities in Kibble Park, visiting local churches and nursing 
homes to speak with the elderly, participating in ANZAC day ceremonies and 
official openings of community facilities. Gosford Public School is truly part of the 
Gosford CBD community due to its history and central location within Gosford.  

 
With the current location on the Gosford Waterfront, students have easy 

access to the Gosford Olympic Swimming Pool and Leagues Club Field for the 
schoolôs major sporting events. Weekly sporting activities are also carried out on 
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Leagues Club Field. The close proximity of these two sporting venues greatly 
reduces the cost of attendance to sporting events. Many families from within the 
school who come from a low socio-economic background would find it difficult to 
afford the cost of transportation to these venues should the school be relocated.   

 
As far as demographics of the student population is concerned, many of 

the students live within a short distance of the school and walk to school, via 
Mann Street each day. Not only is this a safe route for the children but the fact 
that they are walking is good for their physical wellbeing. There are number of 
buses which deliver students to the school from outlining areas. Many students 
attending the Opportunity Classes are reliant on train and bus services and the 
central location of Gosford Public School.      

 
Gosford Public School P&C Association 
 
Gosford Public School P&C Association has operated for many years 

now. The foundation date is unknown however historical records indicate that 
P&C Association have been active within the school well before the 1950s. The 
P&C Association currently oversights the Parentôs Club, School Canteen and 
Uniform shop.  

 
It has always been the goal of the Schoolôs P&C Association to assist the 

Schoolôs Principal and staff in providing the best learning facilities possible for the 
students of Gosford Public School. The P&C Association have continually 
provided state of the art technology and resources for the teaching staff. The 
P&C Association recently completed a project to implement Electronic 
Smartboard technology into every classroom. Gosford Public School is believed 
to be the only public school on the Central Coast to have this high level of 
technology. 

 
Over the past 6 years, the P&C Association has invested over $500,000 

into Gosford Public School as well as sponsoring a number of Government 
Grants which have seen approximately $400,000 worth of improvements made to 
the school. Much of this funding was under the ñInvesting in Our Schoolò project 
which saw the construction of Covered Walkways and Covered Outdoor Learning 
Area 

 
The P&C Association has maintained an active role in any proposals to 

relocate Gosford Public School. There have been a number of school community 
information sessions organised to inform the wider school community of these 
proposal. Mr Frank Potter, one of the Senior Education Directors for Central 
Coast areas school attended most of these meetings and would be able to 
comment on the ethical and unbiased manner in which these meetings have 
been presented and addressed by the schoolôs P&C Association. 
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Gosford City Council 
 
Since the early 1970s, Gosford City Council has expressed a strong 

desire to relocate Gosford Public School and develop upon the Mann Street site 
a varied number of facilities, with the latest being Performing Art Centre / 
Multicultural Centre. Please refer to (See annexure a.) for these numerous 
attempts over the past 30 years. These attempts have been constant and 
continue to the present day and most recently through óThe Gosford Challenge 
Proposalô which will be dealt with in the next section. 

 
On most occasions that Gosford City has proposed/muted the relocation 

of Gosford Public School there has been no formal/genuine proposal presented 
to either the Department of Education or school community. Every time these 
proposals have been released to the media for public information and discussion, 
the school community has had to rally and on occasions make its own media 
statements that the schoolôs community did not wish the school to relocate.  

 
Over the past five years there has been more constant pressure from 

Gosford City Council about the possible relocation of Gosford Public School for 
redevelopment purposes. In 2005, the Mayor at that time, Mr Malcolm Brooks 
approached the Department of Education and school community with a proposal 
to acquire half of the school site in order to construct a concert hall. This concept 
was accepted by the P & C Association who conducted an information session 
for the school community to gauge their thoughts on the proposal. This proposal 
failed to progress due to a lack of commitment to funding by Gosford City 
Council. This proposal was seen as an opportunity to redevelop some areas of 
the school and also develop a performance facility which could be used by the 
school and the community. 

 
In 2005, Mr John Mather was appointed as the new Regional Director for 

Education, Central Coast Hunter region. Mr Mather had visions of developing 
Gosford Public School into an inner city school and encouraged the School 
Council and P&C Association to participate in these discussions. Mr Mather had 
previously been an Education Director in Christchurch, New Zealand and through 
consultation with the Minister for Education at that time, Mr John Della Bosca, 
arranged for a trip to Christchurch for Gosford City Council representatives, DET 
and P&C representatives to examine several examples of inner city school and 
also school and community projects in the area. (See annexure b) 

 
In May 2008 and as a result of the trip to New Zealand, Mr Peter Hale, 

Gosford City Councillor and Ms Colleen Worthy-Jennings, City Centre 
Development Director for Gosford City Council approached the Presidents of the 
School Council and P&C Association and requested that we consider an option 
of relocating the school to the area of the Gosford Showground. At that time, it 
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was proposed that Council would arrange a land swap of the current school site 
and the showground and then it would be up to the DET to develop the new 
school. 

 
The P&C Association again conducted an information session for the 

school community and later conducted a survey to establish if the school 
community wanted to consider the showground option or remain on the current 
school site. The School community responded with a 90% vote to remain on the 
current site. (See annexure c) 

 
On the day of this meeting, the P&C Association received a letter from 

Gosford City Council indicating that the proposal had been misunderstood and 
no offer was made to relocate the school to the showground. (See annexure d) It 
was interesting to note that this option had previously been discussed by Ms 
Worthy-Jennings whilst on the New Zealand discovery trip in 2007.  

 
The New Zealand trip was of great value to all those who attended. 

Participants were able to view first hand, how an inner city could exist and 
operate, how a school / community library can co-exist on a school site and other 
various Educational strategies. Unfortunately neither the Department of 
Education nor Gosford City Council has implemented any of the concepts 
examined in New Zealand.        

 
2. THE GOSFORD CHALLENGE 
 
 For many years now, Gosford City Council has attempted to revitalise the 
Gosford CBD with projects such as Vision 2025, Civic Infrastructure Strategy, 
Waterfront Strategy and others redevelopment projects. To date, there has been 
little progress with any of these projects. In fact, the Civic Infrastructure Strategy 
and the Waterfront Strategy projects did not go ahead at all, mainly due to a lack 
of funding availability. 
 
 In 2007, The Gosford Challenge initiative commenced and in 2008, The 
Cox Group were named as the Strategic Design partners for this project. The 
Cox Group was selected to be the architects of change, charged with delivering a 
Master Plan for Gosford by the end of 2009. 
 
 Gosford Public School P&C Association communicated with Council and 
the Cox Group very early on in The Gosford Challenge process. A special P&C / 
school community meeting was held to open communications between the 
Council and the school community. The Cox Group presented their concept / 
vision and how the design process would work. At this point in time an invitation 
was extended to the P&C Association to participate in the design process and 
this invitation was accepted.       
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 In August/September 2009, two representatives of the Gosford Public 
School P&C Association along with representatives from the Department of 
Education, attended two days of workshop meeting to set the Goals and 
Objectives of the Gosford Challenge Design Charette. Numeric targets and 
performance requirements were discussed at these workshops.  
 
 When participating in the two day workshop, the ñEducationò table was 
asked to consider the educational needs of a new revitalised Gosford City. A 
sheet, ñNumeric Targets - Draftò, was presented which indicated a population 
increase of approximately 10,000 people over the next 10-15 years. (see 
annexure e) It was agreed based on these figures that there was a need for at 
least one additional public school within the Gosford CBD. This data reflects our 
comment, Why relocate Gosford Public School from it current site to then 
build two more school? Let start planning for the new additional school 
requirements.      
 
 From the two days of workshops, the design process moved onto the 
Design Charette which was held over four days during October 2009. The 
Department of Education representatives were selected to participate in this 
process and the two P&C Representatives were observers only.  
 
 Throughout this Design Charette process, the P&C Association made it 
clear that the school community did not want to relocate from the Mann Street 
site.  The Gosford Public School P&C Association are fully aware that the school 
site is a pivotal site in respect of the redevelopment of Gosford City, however 
there is an opportunity to awaken the community to the value of education within 
our inner city, for our future generations.   
 
 On 20th October 2009, the final day of the Design Charette, the actual 
presentation of the design concept drawings and Charette outcomes to the 
public, an announcement was made for the first time of the intention for the 
relocation of Gosford Public School. According to the design drawings, the 
school was to be relocated to the Victoria Park site. Approximately 160 people 
attended this meeting to view and discuss the future of Gosford City. 
 
 At the next Gosford Public School P&C Association meeting held on 28th 
October, 2009, a representative of The Gosford Challenge, Ms Polkinghorne, 
attended the meeting unannounced. The majority of the meeting was spent 
discussing various aspects of The Gosford Challenge, what had taken part at the 
Design Charette and the public meeting on the 20th October. The Challenge 
representative, Ms Polkinghorne invited the P&C Association to participate in 
further discussions about a ópossibleô relocation of the school. It was highlighted 
that a decision would have to be made in a relatively short time frame, 
approximately one month. The relocation announcement and the hurried time 
frame would appear to have put a stop to the BER Building which was in process 
of marking out footings.  
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 Initially, the P&C Association agreed to meet with Council and Challenge 
representatives to discuss the relocation options, however the time frame for 
these discussions was to be very restrictive allowing not enough time to properly 
convey this whole conception to our large school community. It was therefore 
later decided by the P&C Executive that this process was too important a 
decision to make in less than 30 days. The council had been proposing the 
relocation of the school for over 30 years without making a formal 
offer/proposal and yet Council wanted the school community to make a 
crucial decision in such a short time. 
 
 As a result of this decision, not to participate in relocation option 
discussions, The Department of Education and The Gosford Challenge team 
prepared a list of options for relocation sites. A public meeting/forum was 
organised by The Gosford Challenge for the 19th November 2009. Approximately 
200 community members attended this meeting. The attendance numbers to this 
meeting as compared to all other óThe Gosford Challengeô meetings, highlights 
the importance the Gosford community places on the current school site.  
 
NOTE: More people attended the Gosford Public School public meeting / 
forum than the Gosford Challenge Design Concept presentation meeting 
on 20th October 2009.       
 
 During the school meeting/forum, attendees were given the opportunity to 
add post-it notes with comments for and against each of the proposed sites. In 
respect of Gosford Public School site, there were far more ñProò comments for 
the site than ñConsò. However this was not reflected in the information booklet 
provided by The Gosford Challenge. The Pros and Cons for the four sites will be 
listed under the ñSite Evaluationò of each site.     
 
 Following on from this meeting, an information booklet was produced and 
supplied to all families within the school community. (See annexure f)               
The booklet gave limited information about each of the proposed sites. The 
Gosford Public School P&C Association do not believe that the information 
contained within the booklet provided the school community with true and exact 
nature of each of the proposals. This will be addressed within the site evaluation 
section. 
 
 In the last week of the school, a survey form was sent to each family to 
gauge the school communityôs thoughts on the proposed relocation sites. The 
survey form was created and supplied by the DET Senior Education Director for 
Gosford Public School, Dr David Cullen. (See annexure g) The structure and 
process of the survey forms was very questionable and the P& C Association 
have requested that the process be reviewed by the Director General for the 
Department of Education and Training.  
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   Annexures h, i, j , k & l  are examples of the information/ newsletters 
supplied by the P&C Association and DET to raise awareness of this issue. 
 
 
 
 

3. EVALUATION OF SITE OPTIONS 
 
 The Public Forum information booklet supplied to families of Gosford 
Public School students gave details of four sites chosen by Gosford City Council 
and The Gosford Challenge as options for relocation. Each of those options will 
now be reviewed and additional information supplied about the suitability of those 
sites.  
 
NOTE: In a discussion between a DET Senior Asset Management Official and a 
representative of the Gosford Public School P&C Association, the DET official 
indicated that none of the proposed sites were consider suitable options. 
 

The land areas figures mentioned are those provided from within the 
Gosford Challenge booklet and may not be exact.  
 

 
 

Image of Gosford CBD area and proposed site locations. 
(Actual CBD area not defined on this image) 
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 i. North Gosford Learning Centre 
  Jarrett Street North Gosford. 
 

 
 

 The orange area is proposed school site and purple area is existing 
Private hospital. Area 3.0 hectares. 
 
 

Geographic details 
The proposed site is bounded by Jarrett Street to the east, Bradys Gully 

Rd to the north, Henry Parry Drive to the west and Burrabil Avenue to the south. 
It is situated approximately 1 kilometre north east of the Gosford CBD.  The area 
is a large flat area of land with considerable vegetation in many parts. The 
current shape of the proposed site is somewhat irregular.  
 
 Site History  

This area of land is currently owned by the Department of Education and 
has been used as a site for temporary schools of the past 10-15 years. The North 
Gosford Learning Centre for students with behavioural difficulties is currently 
situation on the south eastern corner of the land. 
 

This area of land was originally an eight acre GRAVE YARD site which 
has now been reduced to accommodate only a commemorative cemetery site. In 
1882, this entire 8 acre parcel of land was gazetted for the óGOSFORD 
CEMETERYô, which covered all denominations. Sadly in the secrecy of 1964, 
this land was broken up and the sections which include the Roman Catholic, 
Church of England, Wesleyan, Presbyterian and a portion of the Unsectarian was 


